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I really love Tim Holtz's style--I have always done art that is bright and happy and "pops" with vivid

color and in the last year I have totally gotten into a very aged and dark look to my works. I love the

vintage pieces he brings into his works and I love the whimsy he always includes--I do the same

and I believe that is what takes his works from simply "dark" to "interesting".I have bought lots of his

products in just self-teaching myself to morph to a new style then what I've done my whole life

really. And while I've made up how I compile and combine objets d'art, I love to push my boundaries

and discover how to put my own works into new ideas. I have concentrated on that being a goal--to

think outside the box.In so many ways this book does that. What holds me back from loving it

(because the projects I loved I loved big in it, and I'll get to that) is that many of the projects have

more of a inexpensive, kitschy feel to them than many of his other artworks I've seen.For example,

there are loads of ideas for gift card tags. And while I love them, I can only say for me personally as

an artist, I was wanting to push my "artist" envelope above my "home crafts" envelope...but

someone else may be looking to do the exact opposite so I think it's important to note. But there are

ways to take the ideas in this book into something bigger and something more upscale...Stay with

me. At first I wasn't so keen on his idea of using the inexpensive Tim Holtz dimestore variety pocket



watches to paste photos and things inside. It just had that kitschy feel I mentioned...like a crafty

project I might have done with my students when I was an art teacher, but not likely something that

would sell at a show or gallery, right? But then it hit me...I could actually find real vintage pocket

watches and even inexpensive vintage-looking pieces here on  that aren't so cheap they scream it,

but actually have some class to the look, ensuring they are ones to which I can add a chain, and

then develop true jewelry pieces by removing the outside hinges and doing some of the ideas.There

are other projects like using candy or mint tins and adding some antiquing photos and chain...again

not something I'd lean towards, but the collage pieces and instruction I might use to do something

else.Lots of things like that...some picture frames with bottle caps...again, maybe great for a family

sentimental piece I may have done with my students, but not something I am feeling. Lots of other

picture frames, cardboard books, more and more tags...But--for the ideas he did with the canvases,

even though there are only 3, worth the book for me. I had never thought of taking two square

canvasses that are small and adding a hinge to the back so that it becomes an interesting standing

art piece on a shelf and I think the idea is great. I do works already that use a beeswax coating and

the fact that he added that with some new ideas was just what I was looking for.I had really wanted

some kind of upscale metal and jewelry work and although most weren't my style, there was one I

just adored and that was taking small pieces of glass, doing the works under the glass, using the

soldering stained glass metal around it and to secure the edges and adding a pin to the back. Now

that is sellable anywhere, and wearable anywhere. Great idea for any style art to wear a tiny art

piece--even makes a superb gift.The optical lenses felt the same to me as the pocket watches--with

them being the fake inexpensive ones until I thought about searching for some real ones, some

really old ones and how cool it would be to do that.So, in the end, for me it held some promise and

some nudges for new ideas with some of his ideas. I think the key for me is to use some genuine

pieces in the jewelry projects or at least a bit higher up than the ones that cost a couple bucks

(although I like those in his treasure box collage pieces), I love his canvas projects as-is, and I'll

take some ideas he used on the cards and frames and gift tags I likely won't make but I'll use those

ideas in other pieces.For example, it might be great to do some cool bookmark pieces with his ideas

for jewelry...it might be something more treasured and used.I love his artistry--some of this was

kitschy, but I still learned and gained new ideas--and that was my goal.

I've been scrapbooking for a short time and was turned onto Tim Holtz just last October. I

immeditely fell in love with the Ranger products and especially the results. It is more my style. I like

vintage, dark, and out of order rather than bright and orderly. When I first browsed through this book



I was excited and full of inpiration. But now that I'm actually ready to do the projects I find that it is

lacking instructions. There are even some items pictured with absolutely no instructions. I thought,

"Maybe I should get the first book." Only to find that it's selling for about $50-75. This is really out of

my price range, but I read the reviews that it has real directions in it. I don't understand why they

would NOT put detailed instructions in this book if they put them in the first book. It would boost their

sales in their products if people knew what to do with them. This book is for people who are already

familiar with techniques and products. This is more like a picture book. Don't waste your money to

look at pictures when you can look at them for free on the internet.

I was hoping for a few more projects involving paper such as cards or scrapbooks, but instead this

book is mostly filled with metal projects, which I don't do. I am glad I bought it used because I would

have been very disappointed if I had paid full price for it. If you like jewelry and such you will enjoy it.

It does give some good techniques but as I said, it's not really about paper crafts.

Tim Holtz always coming out with new stuff. He still shows you how to use the old stuff in different

ways.

Good ideas but just didn't quite make the mark in my opinion. It is an older book using some

materials that are discontinued or out of stock. Useful in many ways. Worth the amount I paid for the

book especially considering his new hardback book "Compendium" sells for $24.00. He (Tim Holtz)

is hot right now! so his books & materials are rarely discounted so if you see one on sale or

discounted and you like his look - I would reccomend you grab it!

Anything with the Tim Holtz name on it is perfect to me. This book was given to be for a birthday

present and I love it! There are a lot of techniques that are explained very clearly. For anyone who

loves to do altered art or steampunk art, this is a must have. There is a second volume also with

more techniques.

Just what I needed! Each project has a list of required supplies, with a list of suppliers in the back,

so even if you this is your first venture into paper crafts (as it is mine) you know exactly what to do

and how to do it. Good step by step directions wth accomppanying photos. An excellent beginning!

This book has got some great ideas in it, although Tim Holtz uses it as a vehicle to advertize his



own stuff along the way. That part was a little disappointing, but still, new ideas are new ideas and I

can't scoff at the brilliant man just because he's a businessman too! The book is worth it.
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